How to Handle Criticism
2 Samuel 16:6-14



Understanding characteristics of Criticism

I.  Criticism often comes when we least need it. 

	What the Bible Says
1.  David had                                     and                                     problems.
a.  2 Sam. 13:1-21  David’s daughter Tamar had been raped by her half brother, David’s son Amno
b.  2 Sam. 13:22-38  David’s son Absalom had killed Amnon
c.  2 Sam. 16:1-4  David had heard Mephibosheth had supposedly turned against him
2.  David had                                     problems.
a.  2 Sam. 14:1-15:4   David’s son Abaslom had taken his throne and was ruling his kingdom.
b.  2 Sam. 15:15-37  David’s army was in retreat.

	What the Bible Means for You
1.  You will be criticized when you least need it.   


II.   Criticism often comes when we least deserve it.

	What the Bible Says
1.  v8  David was accused of                                     of Saul
a.  1 Sam. 24:1-22  David spared Saul in the cave.
b.  1 Sam. 26:1-25  David spared Saul in the camp.
c.  2 Sam. 1:1-27  David killed Saul’s killer and mourned Saul’s death.
2.  v8  David was accused of                                    in Saul’s place.
a.  1 Sam. 16:1-13  God had chosen David to be king.
b.  2 Sam. 5:1-5  David had waited 20 years from his anointing to his coronation.

	What the Bible Means for You
1.  You will be criticized when you don’t deserve it. 


III.   Criticism often comes from those least qualified to give it.

	What the Bible Says
1.  v5  Shimei was from                                    , a place of no historical significance.
2.  v5  Shimei was from                                    , probably a distant cousin.
3.  v5  Shimei was a son of                                     , a person of no historical significance.

What the Bible Means for You
1.  You will be criticized by those least qualified to give it.  

IV.   Criticism often comes as a personal attack.

	What the Bible Says
1.  v5  Shimei cursed and slandered David.
2.  v5  Shimei threw rocks and dirt on David.

	What the Bible Means for You
1.  You critics will sometimes get personal.  





V.    When critics become criminals  

What the Bible Says
1.  Shimei was guilty of slander and assault by today’s standards.

What the Bible Means to You
1.                                      everything.
2.                                      law enforcement.
3.                                      the unpredictability of a mentally ill person.
4.                                      your family.
5.                                      an organizational response plan.



Handling Criticism

I.  Respond; rather than react, to your critics.

	What the Bible Says
1.  v9  Abishai made a                                     . - “cut off his head;” typical response from Abishai (1 Sam. 26:6-9; 2 Sam. 2:17-24, 3:30, 10:10-14, 16:5-9, 18:2, 19:18-21, 20:6-10, 21:17, 23:18; 1 Chron. 11:20, 18:12, 19:11-15).
2.  v10-12  David made a                                    . - “let him curse”

	What the Bible Means for You
1.  Retaliation is never a proper response.
a. Retaliation is never a                                    process.
b. Retaliation                                      Jesus’ instruction about loving enemies.
c. Retaliation                                     work.
2.  Reacting to your critics usually involves:
a.                                      our actions.
b.                                      our motives.
c.                                      the issues to our advantage.

3.  You respond to criticism when you focus, reflect and possibly reply to your critics.

II.  Determine to stay focused on your mission.

	What the Bible Says
1.  v9  Abishai was focused on                                     . - “cut off his head”
2.  v10-12  David was focused on                                    . - “trying to take my life,” David wanted to live and get his kingdom back

	What the Bible Means for You
1.  You must stay                                    on your mission – otherwise the critic wins.  
2.  You must                                    the real obstacles to your mission and focus on overcoming them.
3.  You focus on your mission and overcoming true obstacles by:
a. Controlling the                                     of meetings.
b. Controlling the                                     of your conversations.
c. Controlling what you                                     and                                    about.


III.   Determine to find God’s good in every criticism.

	What the Bible Says
1.  v10-11   David                                     God had allowed this criticism.
2.  v12  David                                     God to notice and respond to this criticism.

What the Bible Means for You
1.  You must look for God’s good intention in every criticism.  
2.  You will discover God using criticism for your good in these ways:
a.  You can                                     at the point of criticism.  
b.  You will have an                                     to love your enemies.    
c.  You will have                                    shaped in you.   
d.  You will                                     a small part of Jesus’ sufferings. 
  
IV.   Ultimately, allow God and others to handle your critics.

	What the Bible Says
1.  v13  David                                     to confront Shimei.
2.  2 Sam. 19:16-23  David                                      Shimei to live when he regained his kingdom.
3.  1 Kgs. 2:8-9, 36-46  Shimei’s rebellious spirit finally                                    him.

	What the Bible Means for You
1. God holds                                      accountable.  
2. God                                      make things right in the end.
